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ISLAMIC SCHOOLS, FUNDING AND CURRICULUM 

454. Hon JOHN FISCHER to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Education: 
Within Western Australia - 

(1) What per capita public funding do Islamic schools receive? 

(2) What other public funding do they receive? 

(3) Is there any overview by the Western Australian Department of Education of the curriculum being 
taught in Islamic schools? 

(4) How does the academic performance of these Islamic schools compare with mainstream education 
when objectively measured by the tertiary entrance examination? 

Hon GRAHAM GIFFARD replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question. 

(1) State per capita grants paid for students enrolled at WA’s four Islamic schools vary according to the 
funding category of each school and the students’ education level. 

(2) All non-government schools have access to the State Government’s low-interest loan scheme, which 
provides interest-subsidised loans for school buildings and related capital developments. 

(3) Non-government schools are required to be registered under the terms and conditions of the School 
Education Act 1999.  Registration requires each school to provide a school curriculum that satisfies the 
State’s curriculum framework in accordance with the Curriculum Council Act 1997.  Each school is 
inspected on behalf of the Minister for Education to ensure that the requirements for registration are 
satisfied. 

(4) Compared with the whole of WA, the academic results of year 12 students at the Australian Islamic 
College at Kewdale in 2001 may be summarised as follows in terms of Curriculum Council of Western 
Australia subjects studied - 

The proportion of students who graduated was 94 per cent, compared with 93 per cent for the 
whole of WA. 

The proportion of full-time students eligible to graduate who had four or more results in 
tertiary entrance rank subjects was 56 per cent, compared with 59 per cent for the whole of the 
State. 

The proportion of these students with a scaled mark of 75 or more was 11 per cent, compared 
with 23 per cent for the whole of WA. 

 


